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Advanced Placement Literature & Composition

Course Description- 
Mrs. Griffin
The AP English Literature and Composition course is designed to prepare you for the rigorous and demanding study of literature required at the college level.  What does that mean exactly?  To put it simply, you will read extensively, write intensively, and speak exhaustively—about literature.   The readings selected for study in the AP course embrace a broad spectrum of time periods, genres and themes.   These classic texts are selected based upon their significance within the literary cannon, their correlation to the topics studied and the ease with which they lend themselves to in-depth analysis.  

During this course, you must examine the assigned texts critically in order to determine the author’s structure, purpose, style, and tone.   You will meet a variety of characters and explore their motivation and analyze their development.  You will come across symbols, archetypes, and allusions and you will determine their meaning as well as their effectiveness.  You will explore settings far and near, exotic as well as parochial, and explore their significance to the work as a whole.  
This course also requires that you express your ideas about the literature we study on a daily basis and support your opinions utilizing examples from the text.   You will be asked to express your ideas in a variety of ways such as; independent and group projects, literary analysis papers, journal entries, presentations, pastiche, oral reports, and research projects.   For each type of assessment, you will receive a rubric that clearly outlines expectations and standards.
One of the fundamental tenets of Advanced Placement English is that if you do all of the work that is assigned, to the best of your ability, you will become a true student of literature.  You will learn how to analyze and discuss literature in a proficient manner and you will be prepared to do so at the college level.  
I applaud your willingness to engage in demanding and challenging coursework and I encourage you to remain focused and motivated.  I am here to assist you and I will help you in any way that I can.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions, the only stupid question is the one that is not asked.  Should you require further clarification on a concept or assignment, see me before or after class or send me an email.   You can retrieve copies of most assignments, rubrics and schedules from my website:
Englishroom241.weebly.com

What is the test like?
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The AP English Literature and Composition Exam assesses student
understanding of the skills and essential knowledge outlined in the

course framework. The exam is 3 hours long and includes 55 multiple-choice
questions and 3 free-response questions. The details of the exam, including
exam weighting and timing, can be found below:

Numberof  Exam

Section _Question Type Questions _Weighting __Timing
1 Multiple-choice questions 55 45% 60 minutes
n Free-response questions 3 55% 2hours

Question 1: Poetry Analysis (6 points)
40 minutes
Question 2: Prose Fiction Analysis (6 points) recommended
per essay
Question 3: Literary Argument (6 points)

‘The exam assesses the six big ideas of the course:

Character

Setting

Structure

Narration

Figurative Language

Literary Argumentation
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Short Fiction (Units 1, 4,7) 42-49%

Poetry (Units 2, 5, 8) 36-45%

Longer Fiction or Drama (Units 3, 6, 9) 15-18%
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Section I: Multiple-Choice
The seven AP English Literature and Composition sl categories are assessedin
the multple-choice section with thefolowing weighting

Skill Category Exam Weighting
1: Explain the function of character 16-20%

2: Explain the function of setting 3-6%

3: Explain the function of plot and structure 16-20%

4: Explain the function of the narrator or speaker 21-26%

52 Explain the function of word choice, imagery, and symbols 10-13%

6: Explain the function of comparison 10-13%

Develop textually substantiated arguments about 10-13%
interpretations of part or all of a text

‘The multple-choice section wil include five sets of 8t 13 questions per set, with
each set preceded by passage of prose fiction or poetry of varying dificuly. Each
mukiple-choice section willinclude atleast two prose fiction passages and at least
two poetry passages.
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“The second section of the AP Engiish Literature and Composition Exam includes
three questions.

FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 1: POETRY ANALYSIS
Free-response question 1 presents students with a passage of postry of
‘appraximately 100 to 300 words. This question assesses students' bty to o the.
following:

+ Respond tothe prompt with  thess that presents an interpretation and may

establish aline of reasaning.

+ Selectand use evidence to develop and support the ine of reasoning

+ Explain therelationship between the evidence and the thesis.

+ Useappropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating the argument
‘Sample Question

In the following poem “Plants" by Ofive Serior (publshedin 2005) the speaker portrays.
the relationships among plart ife and the impiled audience. Read the poem carefuly.
‘Then. in a well-written essay, analyze how Serior uses poetic elements and techriques
to develop thoss complex relationships.
Stable PromptWording

“The textin taics willvary by question, while the remainder of the promt will be:
consistently used in all Poetry Analysis essay questions.

Inthe following poem [or excerpt from poem) by [author, date of publication], the speaker
[comment onwhatis being adckessedn the poem). Read the posm carefully. Then,

in awell-written essay,analyze how (author] uses [poetic orlerary] lements and
techniques to [conveyportraylevelop a thematic topical or structura aspectof the
‘poem thatis complex and specifc o the passage of the poem provided),

FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 2: PROSE FICTION ANALYSIS

Free-response question 2 presents students with a passage of prose fiction of

‘appraximately 500 to 700 words. This question assesses students' bty to do the.

following:

+ Respond tothe prompt with  thess that presents an interpretation and may
establish aline of reasoning.

+ Selectand use evidence to develop and support the fine of reasoning.

+ Explain therelationship between the evidence and the thesis.

+ Useappropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating the argument

‘Sample Question

“The fallowing excerpt i from an 1852 novel by Nathanie! Hawthorne. In this passage.
two characters who have beenliving on the Bithedale farm—a community designedto
promote an ideal of equaity achieved through communal rural iving—are about to part
ways. Read the passage carefull Then, in awell-written essay, analyze how Hawthorne
uses fterary elments and techniques to portray the narrator's complex attitude
towards Zenobia.
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“The textinitalics willvary by question, while the remainder of the promt willbe:
consistertly used in al Prose Fiction Analysis essay questions.

“The following excerpt i from [text and author, date of publication). In this passage,
{comment on what i being adcressed i the passagel. Read the passage carefuly.
“Then. ina well-written essay, analyze how [author] uses fiterary elements and
techniques to [convey/portray/evelop a thematic topical, or structural aspect of the
passage thatis complex and specific o the passage provided.

FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 3: LITERARY ARGUMENT

Free-response question 3 presents students with aiterary concept or idea, along

witha st of approximately 40 terary works. Students are required to selectawork of

prose fiction either from their own reading orfrom the provided st and analyze how

the lterary concept or idea described in the question contributes to an interpretation

of the workas awhole.This question assesses students' abilty to do the follwing:

+ Respond tothe prompt with a thesis that presents an interpretation and may
establish aline of reasoning.

+ Selectand use evidence to develop and support the ine of reasoning.

+ Explain therelationship between the evidenceand the thesis

+ Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating the argument

Sample Question

Manyworks of lterature feature characters who have been givena iteral or figurative
gift The git may be an object,or it may be a uaiiy such as uncommon beaity.
significant social position great mental o imaginative faculties, or extraordinary
physical powers. Yt this giftis often also a burdenor ahandicap.
Either from your own reading or from the it below, chooss  work offiction in which
‘acharacterhas been given agift thatis both anadvantage and a problem. Then, in
‘awel-writen essay,analyzs howthe gift and ts complex nature contrbute to an
interpretation of the work as awhole. Do not merely summarize the plo.

Stable Prompt Wording

“The textinitalics willvary by question, while the remainder of the promt willbe:
consistently used in alLiterary Argument essay questions.

Lead thatintroduces some concept oridea that students wil be asked to appiy to
textoftheir choosing)

Either from your own reading or from the it below, chooss  work offiction in which
[some aspect of the lead s addressed]. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how [that
‘same aspect of the lead] contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not
merely summarize the plot




“These are not books, lumps of lifeless paper, but minds alive on the shelves.  From each of them goes out its own voice... and just as the touch of a button on our set will fill the room with music, so by taking down one of these volumes and opening it, one can call into range the voice of a man far distant in time and space, and hear him speaking to us, mind to mind, heart to heart.” 


                                                                                                            ~Gilbert Highet











